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Building upon a corporate strategy to develop commercial real estate properties near key U.S. ports, Duke Realty Corporation acquired the 
former General Motors Linden Assembly Plant in Linden, New Jersey, in December 2007 and is working with Hull to demolish the facility 
and remediate the site to make way for new future mixed-use retail and industrial development.  This is Duke’s second major brownfield 
redevelopment project on the East Coast; the company acquired the former GM Baltimore Assembly Plant in 2006 and is currently in the 
process of developing the site for commercial and industrial development.

The 104-acre Linden site is located in a mostly industrial area of the city in close proximity to Port Newark and the Elizabeth-Port Authority 
Marine Terminal, the second largest container port in the United States.  With more than 2.7 million square feet of buildings on-site, Hull assisted 
Duke in developing bid specifications for clearing the site and is currently serving as the onsite representative providing oversight of demolition 
activities.  Testa Corporation began demolition in February 2008 and is expected to complete all demolition activities in early 2009. 

Hull is also coordinating environmental activities at the site as part of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s (NJDEP) 
Site Remediation Program (SRP) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (ISRA), and in conjunction with RCRA Corrective Action activities as 
administered by U.S. EPA Region 2.  Hull is designing the assessment activities and ultimate remedial approach to incorporate redevelopment 
tools such as engineering controls to cost-effectively remediate the site while maintaining protection of human health and the environment.

The site was home to GM automobile assembly operations from 1937 to 2005, with workers producing nearly 9 million vehicles during its 
68-year history, including Buicks, Cadillacs, Oldsmobiles, Pontiacs, the Chevrolet Blazer and the GMC Jimmy.  During World War II, the plant 
was re-engineered to produce Grumman Wildcat fighter planes before automobile production resumed in 1946.  During this time, the plant 
employed large numbers of local women who fondly became known as “Rosie the Riveters.”

Based on anticipated schedules, it is expected that portions of the property will be ready for mixed-use retail and some industrial development 
in fall of 2008, with the balance of the industrial redevelopment ready for construction in late fall 2009. 

Progress in Baltimore

Major environmental activities at Duke’s Chesapeake Commerce Center in Baltimore are substantially complete.  Environmental work at 
the 182-acre former GM Baltimore Assembly Plant site is being finished in conjunction with active construction activities.  Hull has secured 
approved remedial action plans from the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) for each of the active site areas and is implementing 
approved activities site-wide.  Final certificates of completion will be secured from MDE once all work is complete.

Duke plans to build 2.8 million square feet of warehouse, distribution and office space in 16 buildings at the site, which is located adjacent to 
the Seagirt and Dundalk marine terminals at the Port of Baltimore.

The first of two commercial warehouses onsite was completed in January; at 342,000 square feet, the facility provides cross-loading, which 
allows a distributor to have supplies delivered on one side of the building while shipping out finished product from the opposite side.  A second 
117,600-square-foot office and distribution center is nearing completion.  Duke has secured Johns Hopkins as a tenant for this building and 
will bring 200 jobs to the site in March.

For more information on Duke’s brownfield redevelopment projects, contact Hull CEO Craig A. Kasper, PE, in our Dublin office at 614.793.8777 
or ckasper@hullinc.com, or Bill Dennis, Project Manager, in our Mason office at 513.459.9677 or bdennis@hullinc.com.
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Excavators work to sort and stockpile debris for recycling as part of the demolition of the former GM Linden Assembly Plant.




